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The female life was sovereignly used by God for the
purpose of preserving the life that was for God’s purpose.

A.

Pharaoh’s strategy was to destroy the male life, which
symbolizes the life for God’s purpose and to preserve
the female life, which symbolizes a life for man’s
pleasure in the world—Exo. 1:16, 22; John 10:10. In
this Pharoah was one with Satan.

God, in His sovereignty, used the “female life,” the
dependent life—John 15:5, to protect and maintain
the “male life” for the fulfillment of God’s plan for a
savior (Moses) among His people.

Today sisters need to be careful in wonderful times
(like the garden of Eden) not to bring in death and
damage to the church. On the other hand, during
times of degradation (like the bondage in Egypt) they
need to be strong to stand on the Lord’s side.

Seven females sovereignly surrounded Moses for the
purpose of preserving the life that is for God’s purpose:
A. Shiphrah and Puah, Hebrew midwives—Exo. 1:15-22:

1. The midwives Shiphrah and Puah feared God
more than the king of Egypt; they refused
Pharoah’s command to put all the male children
of the Hebrews to death. Thus, they preserved the
life that is for God’s purpose—Acts 5:29b.

2. God dealt well with the midwives, and the people
multiplied and grew very strong.

3. Because the midwives feared God, He established
households for them. As they cared for God’s
house (people), God cared for them.

4. Without their faithful function, the deliverer could
not have been brought forth.



5.

Today we can all function as “spiritual midwives”
to help deliver, bring forth, the life of Christ in
others through our preaching of the gospel—1 Cor.
4:15.

Shiphrah and Puah represent the beauty and
shining forth of life in the midst of a crooked and
perverted generation—Phil. 2:15.

. Jochebed, a daughter of Levi—Exo. 2:1-10; 6:20;
Num. 26:59:

1.

4.

God sovereignly arranged for Jochebed to nurse
her own son while receiving wages from Pharaoh’s
daughter.

She must have helped prepare this young vessel
by transmitting faith and identification with God’s
people to Moses at an early age.

Jochebed shows us that we must nourish our
young ones in order for them to be healthily
rooted before they are exposed to all the things of
Egypt (the world). With Jochebed we see that a
life dependent on God can become useful for
God’s purpose—Heb. 11:23.

Jochebed means ‘Yahweh is glory' or 'God is
glory.” As her name declares, to God be the glory!

. Pharaoh’s daughter—Exo. 2:5-10:

1.

Pharaoh’s daughter functioned to rescue and
preserve Moses by finding him and bringing him
up as her own son.

Her care allowed Moses to be raised up and
trained in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, part of
the preparation for his future—Acts 7:21-22.
Ironically, while the midwives resisted the king’s
command from without, Pharaoh’s daughter
protected the future deliverer from within the
king’s own house.

. The female slave of Pharaoh’s daughter—Exo. 2:5:

1.

The female slave of Pharaoh’s daughter
functioned in a practical way by fetching the
basket to rescue the crying boy.

For the carrying out of God’s economy today,
there is still the need for female slaves to function
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3.

by helping and serving—1 Cor. 12:28.

The church today needs members who are willing
to “fetch” others to bring them under the best
care—Luke 10:33-34.

E. Miriam, the older sister of Moses:

1.

Mirriam watched over the basket which contained
Moses and acted in wisdom by approaching
Pharoah’s daughter and arranging for Jochebed to
nurse Moses—Exo. 2:4-10.

She was the connecting link between Moses’
mother who conceived, brought forth, and
nourished Moses, and Pharoah’s daughter, who
raised and trained this chosen vessel.

There is still a need today for this watching,
recommending, and connecting function.

We need to stay alert to connect new or struggling
ones to sources of nourishment and grace.
Mirriam became a prophetess who led many in
praise after the crossing of the Red Sea. This was
the first corporate praise of God’s people—Exo.
15:20-21.

Through Miriam we can also learn the lesson of
submission and spiritual order. Her
independence and perhaps her pride led her into
rebellion which resulted in leprosy. This warns us
that even though we may be used by God, we must
still remain as dependent ones under spiritual
authority to avoid spiritual death and isolation—
Num. 12:10-15.

F. Zipporah, a Midianite—2:15-22:

1.

2.

Zipporah became the wife of Moses. As such, she
became his match and support in his calling for
God's move.

Although Zipporah was a help to Moses, in her we
also see how the natural life can frustrate God’s
demand for the cutting off of the flesh.

Zipporah eventually circumcised her son in order
to save Moses from death. She then called Moses
a “bridegroom of blood.” This shows her disdain
for the work of the cross as being offensive to her
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natural feelings.

4. Only submitting to God’s requirements outwardly
to avoid judgment can result in bitterness.

5. Zipporah being sent back to her father shows that
when the natural life cannot go along with death
and resurrection for God’s move, it must be set
aside for a time so that God’s work can proceed.

ITII. From the accounts of these seven women, we see that God
sovereignly had an all-female “team” of dependent ones
who functioned together to form a complete help to bring
forth the one who would deliver God’s people. When God
wants to move on this earth, He needs females who
cooperate with him in the following functions:

A.
B.

C.

Bringing forth life in others for God’s purpose.
Nourishing new ones and bringing them into
identification with God’s people.

Fighting to preserve life for perfecting and training for
God’s purpose.

Helping and serving to “fetch” others to bring them
under the best care in the church.

Being on the alert to watch, recommend, and connect
newer ones to sources of grace.

Standing with God’s servants and being willing to take
the way of death and resurrection.

Being saved from any spirit of envy, independence,
and rebellion in order not to cause harm to ourselves
and others.

(References: Recovery Version of the Bible with footnotes,

and the Life-study of Exodus, messages 2 and 3.)



